
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

City of West Hollywood and Venice Arts awarded prestigious 
California Council for the Humanities Grant for photo documentary project 

 
“IN A NEW LAND” 

A DOCUMENTARY PROJECT BY RUSSIAN-SPEAKING YOUTH 
 
This summer the City of West Hollywood, working with Venice Arts, will mark the beginning of a 
new photo documentary project teaching Russian-speaking immigrant and refugee teens to tell 
their stories through the lens of a camera.  
 
West Hollywood is home to a substantial Russian–speaking population (nearly 30% of the U.S. 
population) including families that fled economic hardship, persecution and/or anti–Semitism in 
the former Soviet Union.  
 
The project will culminate in a major exhibition in April 2005 at West Hollywoodʼs Plummer Park, 
as one of the Cityʼs many 20th anniversary celebrations. 

 
PLANNED STORIES: Through photography and writing, the teens will explore their developing 
cross–cultural identities and experiences as refugees. They will also investigate the similarities 
and differences between their experience and those of earlier generations of immigrants and 
refugees.  
 
Participants will collect personal images of their home lives (celebrations, family, and religious 
occasions) and the public environment (portraits of the people and places in West Hollywood: 
Santa Monica Boulevard; Plummer Park; and other neighborhoods).  

 
WHO: This is a collaborative project between the City of West Hollywood and Venice Arts. The 
Cityʼs Arts and Culture Affairs Commission and the Russian Advisory Board will be overseeing 
the project. The project is supported by a $15,000 grant from the California Council for the 
Humanities awarded through its New Californians Story Project, and a City of West Hollywood 
grant of $7,500 from its Arts fund. The City will also provide in–kind support. 
 
The City of West Hollywood is proud to partner with Venice Arts which, for nearly 11 years has 
been providing free multidisciplinary art programs to youth in Venice and other communities. 
Documentary photography represents one of its core programs. Past projects have included 
The Girls Project  (2000), photographically exploring female identity in four communities across 
America, and Picturing Race, documentation of the World Conference Against Racism, South 
Africa (2001), and race and identity in Los Angeles (2002). Venice Artsʼ documentary program is 
led by its creative director, Pulitzer Prize nominated photographer, Jim Hubbard. 
 
The City of West Hollywood is dedicated to providing services and programming that reach out 
to its diverse community.  Mayor John Duran says: “Our City recognizes that the arts are an 
integral part of a healthy community, and we are happy to support programs such as 
these that use the arts as both a tool for personal growth and understanding across 
cultures.”  



 
CONTACTS: 1) Venice Arts: Jim Hubbard, Creative Director (310) 578–1745 and  
   2) City of West Hollywood: Tatiana Rodzinek or Alison Maxwell (323) 848-6400  


