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Venice Arts teaches
photo and filmmaking
skills to low-income
students — sometimes

rf:dire-:ting their lives.
Eﬁa Pool
i ‘hl.l'mdo Eslrddiys  mom

hirrn off &t & Lincoln
'E-nuEuard storeflront  four
years agn and then walted e
seewhit would devebop.

What came out of the phatoe
darkroeom i e back of the
ﬂ.mrmmcrﬂmtod by an art-
“ geyeation tlon called
Wimes ATts wis an enlured lifie
for ser U-vear-obd som.

+ 3 Whe Curhaer City boy, n prime
for recruitment into &
ging, discovered he bad
for artiztic rmposition
& Lalent Tor the lechnical

=

SEils required For seTious ph-
tography.

T'd bold my mme bhat, ne,
I'd ratl=ee just stay home and
wateh TV confides Adfreddo,
ngw 15, “But she signed me up

'%ﬂﬁd maaltirnedia
T of them are turning

r after-school experiences

] furtire careers. Al-
fredo is one of them,

“Mavbe wedding photogra-
ph” he sald, *1 coudd use fllm
doing that. Black-and-white
photogmphy Is oy frvorite, be-
casg you conkrol the pictare
with yaur caumera and n the
darkroom, rot with n comparter
and Photoshop.”

Wendee Arts has also helped
aive Alfredo & more posltive

MHEL ME-.-:\:'H

Tiuors

HANDE- Dﬂ'l Ezra Dhiblle, 12, lofi, and Cacter Iraan, 11, propare to shootl o eomedy i thedr
beginningfintermediate filmmaking class st Venica Arts, 8 nenprofit education contor.

aelf-image, he =aid

“Before, T4 be getting bito
tmubla after schaol with my
friends Tve s=en some of them
ek aff b juvie. Things have got
ten gut of hand. Gnd they™e
gutten inlo teoubde. T waibd
hane beon with them if 1 amsnt
here ™ Allrecie galc

SiafT members sl Venioe
Arts undeestand the pressures
that many of thelr 400 young
particlpants can experanog.
Jim Hubbard, o photojourn
lzm nstmictor and the organd-
sabian s erealive dinselor, sLarl-
wd one of the frst photogra-
ply-based  bniersencion  pro-
grams  in the  19E0s  in
Waslington, ThE

=You wnteh the kids, snd
woul e thern developlag aidils
and using Lheir crmtivily and
hsnAng fun doing it,” sald Huk-

bard, 1 former rawes phobogri-
gl

When digitd photogmphy
bBopan to replace Tilm, Venlee
Arts kepk ils obd shioned
darkroom with enlargers and
trays of chemicals so young-
sters apnald ke ghle to bearn the
arl form, Hublxard said

“Hids ame interested in the
hands-on art that they get. frony
a darkigom knd net 0 comput
er,” said Joanne Kim, director
af edueation Tor Venioe At
“This helps them really undet-
stiand wlal pholograglsgy is”

Omm of Venloe Arts” fimst stn-
dents, 1&-year-old Kaela Wie-
lom, Is still involved, The pra
Fralh mativated her to enroll in
photojournalism elasses ot
Santa Monlea College, whene
e Is pursuing A career in Lhe
field,

T kind of grewm upe here,®
sald Whelan, who started by
taking a cemamics clivss ot age4
and took herfirst photo class at
g 7.

With the escalating costs of
black-and-white fled, printing
paper and chemiesls and the
cortinuing meed to updace digl-
tal  filmmaking couipment,
Venlee Arts’ seven full-tlme
staflfl moembers and bwo con
tract artlste bry to stredch the
orginimutinon's  bBudget. Thix
weRT (8 totsled $3446, 257

Until rumw, various govern-
mentsl grants had remained
sbeady. Bul corporate dona-
tions hoee begun to fall off,
foreing the nanpraflts baard to
ritly mare heavily oo individual
donations and NS from pre-
wale [pundalions.

Yenice Aris s among nearly

50 orgunimations participuting
Lhis year in The Times" Hollday
Cirmpikign, pirt of the Los An-
peles Times Family Fund.
which anoually encourages
resdders  to help  charitable
groupe around Bouthem Call-
formiz, Venice  Arts meoched
220,000 Trom the fund this year.

*Progmms like this change
the lhves of kids. They learn
skills in i way academics ean't
teach Ehemm,” savd Lz HOFEWE,
fundraising  coordinator  Toc
Venloe Arts.

“You can give money Lo an
organization thet feeds hungry
peaple and they're stil hungry
tamormow, This is nn invest-
rxent n the fubere that will pay
nff aryrars.”

Pl i a1 TEmems s Lal woiler,
hob,pooliclatimeseom



