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Homelessness told through a camera lens

BY MELODY HANATANI

Daily Press Sralf Wease

VENICE Throwugh the kns of a caimera,
Hetseoea Curry re-lived whal 1 wai hke o
b homsles

Armed with an SLE digital camera, the
Tormer <hent of OPCCs Dayvbreak recently
wefihined back to the streets 1o captine the
FIBENTHOITES O & R 0=y - peimi il EAKINg
A HCrENE of |||.‘| "r|'.'|.1 |I1I'|'|:n.,| Jr||||:]ll [E1]
thigr old room st the wormen's shelier and
shosling the Builiar saght of a man pusk
ing & cart on Loa Angeles Strect

"I gave me a chamoe b kook back on
|.'l|.'||u! e s apd aciep! the difpection
that | was resdy 1o go snd meve on o get
rysckl housing” Curry sadd.

Sl o ane of mine current and Rarmerly
homeless mentally-ill wemen who recently
wrapped op o [2oweek coorse on doso

FIETAry l-l-.ll--gr;pl-.l- M Vemlce Arts,

which. throwgh 3 Erane from the Lo
Angebey County Arts Comnyisséon, collabo
rated with Dayvbreak women's shelter on a
pilor project that comiximes the arts with
sl o

Ther work will e omn display sEsrtng
Satarday going through Aog. 31 st the
Ve Arts Gallery in an edhitn fifled, “God
Cansghit Up Ot Thete,” telling the story of
sarvival om the aroes, whether it was on
naling on themaelva o e unsppealing 1o
man of riding endbssaly on the bum o stay
sl

“In terms of really hiting up the voices of
those who rnd 1o be the mosT volorless,
liftima up their stories, we thought this
workl be o reslly wonderful epportanity,”
Lynn Warshafiky, the executive direcior of
thee manprofn ans onganuranan, i,

Somc of the women, inckoding Cuarry,
came o the program with same photogra
|~|n t-hi.pmulhl. wiiethier it was through

school or a hobby they plcked ap The
course covered the technical sspecis of dig-
ital photography. bat primarily focnsed on
g 1the medimm 1o fell stomes amd
e pawering Lhemseraes m the prodess.

Theme Wikl RSSO Ty o il pars of gome
wioreen &4 b whether they had the ability 1o
lewrry to veee the comeras and relates] sgqmp
ment. Dthers wondered whather they conld
CITECTIWElY COFMTEICAE BoCotinis of Dalng
homeless, Amv Tierks
Dravbreak, said,

“In the enad chey (el this sense of pride
in terms of being able o learn bow bo e
the Cameras, how B san plorares and e
computers ad see the power in their stoay
throngh art,” she sl “The group became
cahesive oo and they provided a kot of sap
ot B0 @sih arher ad they eald thair story.

Curry wai homsebess for eotnghly two

SEE CAMERA PAGE 12
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Venice Arts exhibit allows
homeless women tell stories

FROM CAMERA PAGE 3

freary, Toroed os of lier apasnment afler ibs
could no lenger pay rent, e spend about 19
maayihg 1 Ehaybreak and Bnally moved nbe
an aparkmaml m Los Aqiewles o Jina
She densded 1o ke the prestograghy s
Sl g o Trow Bimae adse bl Suring e
ik

IT GAVE ME A

CHANCE TO

LOOK BACK ON BEING
HOMELESS ... AND
ACCEPT THE DIRECTION
THAT | WAS READY TO GO
AND MOVE ON TO GET
MYSELF HOUSING.”
Rebecca Curry

FafFwed OPCC Daphreds denk

They shivwnd ine ehit | sook the tight
vy o 1o et help tead of jusg v, om
e wredt, umny kil sl (he expeThene

Mava hlyers. s prolessional photograge
wles perved 54 8 [ReTIOF Bo7 The progra,
deeribed the inatial challenge of gaining the
MEE Of S iDE3ES. Siaisl |sg
woiskl ned r'|.|l|.-.| 1 i,

e Ehey

She waid albde 1o do s By aifieply Hedlimg
the wewmimn like ey were hmman beings ot
£ L.

While mmch of the ches invelwd pomg
i inihe feld, there were days whim the
riim woulid pwt @ m Slass and i
e ey Bl Aot hiimaisiiidas t MiETy

1 think 1heil woia whym By saw we want
1l 1o hesr whak they aard and respecied whio
ey ki, Mo esid

The women i the peogram ane ar diffe
el aldgrs on theif trigEiod ol oF lyaine
lesimeie. Sormes We recenkly shiehered, ol
are W] aE the amidle. A Soe woimeil b
miaved inta trangitons] heusng and of beast
an hai erirelled = 8 photegraphy clos 2
Lanta Mowsia College.

"1 ek (Ehe progran] vakdaned 1lns
enpericnees, Tk said. “Being able o bl it
themiggh an helpsd tieos Teel moee paidend
about whery they have beem and where 1Ry
A png.

The kErning copdasende weoen 1 Rimilnd

Tk Lisf aduidemia

For Myere @ wua (6 find lime working
with homeben women siter luving bhelped
al -k il weth Ve s organafalionm
Ior iheee Pears

1 ik o of e (hang hil really
e ed me 19 el v heose st and vk
nefalls |BeRe woEen wend Bfgalng & the
ifea of baing, honerbess smni hin spdiety see
e, e amied. “They dre |usl exrsrsnely
prosectne of iR lves in every soner of the
wiid.

I comypletrdy opennd wp oy woakl”
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