
Venice Arts Presents “One 
Person Crying: Women and 
War,” a Global Documentary 
Project by Photojournalist 
Marissa Roth

LOS ANGELES, CA – (DECEMBER 10, 2014) 

Venice Arts presents “One Person Crying: Women and War,” 
an exhibition by Pulitzer Prize–winning photojournalist Marissa 
Roth. Shot on film over the course of 29 years and covering 
twelve conflicts, this global photo essay addresses the immediate 
and lingering effects of war on women. The exhibition runs from 
January 15–March 12, 2015, and opens with a reception on 
Saturday, January 17, 6:00–9:00pm. The exhibition is accompanied 
by an artist-led gallery talk, a documentary film screening series, 
and a documentary photography workshop taught by Roth. All 
events take place at Venice Arts, 1702 Lincoln Blvd., Venice.

Roth states, “In an endeavor to reflect on war from what I consider 
to be an underreported perspective, the project brought me face to 
face with hundreds of women who endured and survived war and 
it’s ancillary experiences of loss, pain and unimaginable hardship.”

“Marissa Roth’s images of women who’ve survived war are 
alternately disturbing, inspiring and illuminating of the staggering 
burdens borne by those fighting with their hearts and minds to 
protect home and family,” writes Carol J. Williams, Los Angeles 
Times senior international affairs writer and former correspondent 
in the Balkans, Chechnya, Afghanistan and Iraq. “The battle to 
restore normalcy drags on for years after the shooting stops, and 
women’s forced roles as provider and protector forever transforms 
their relationships and family status when the men, whether 
victorious or vanquished, stagger back home.”

The exhibition was curated by Howard Spector, Los Angeles, CA, 
co-director of the South Pasadena Arts Council (SPARC), an NGO 
consultant, and panelist for the National Endowment for the Arts 
and the US Dept. of Education.

Ancillary Public Programs
Public Programs are free and open to the public except where 
noted.
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Afghan Women and Children Refugees
Thai Pakistan  1988
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Pham Thi Thuan, My Lai Massacre Survivor 
Son My, Vietnam  2012
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Artist-led Gallery Talk:  
Sunday, January 18, 2:00pm

One Woman’s Story: A Documentary 
Workshop with Marissa Roth 
Saturday & Sunday, January 24–25

A weekend intensive workshop for teens & adults. Participants 
will create a photo essay focused on one woman in their lives. 
Presented in collaboration with the Los Angeles Center of 
Photography. $325 tuition. Class limited to 12 students. 

Documentary Film Screening Series
This free documentary screening and discussion series connects 
the themes in Roth’s exhibition with powerful stories of women in 
three different communities, as they confront war and its aftermath.

Iron Ladies of Liberia (Dir. Siatta Scott Johnson and 
Daniel Junge)
Thursday, February 12, 7:00pm reception, 7:30 film
After surviving a 14-year civil war and a government riddled with 
corruption, Liberia is ready for change. On January 16, 2006, Ellen 
Johnson-Sirleaf was inaugurated President—the first freely elected 
female head of state in Africa. Having won a hotly contested 
election with the overwhelming support of women across Liberia, 
Sirleaf faces the daunting task of lifting her country from debt and 
devastation. She turns to a remarkable team of women, appointing 
them in positions such as police chief, finance minister, minister of 
justice, commerce minister and minister of gender. With exclusive 
access, directors Siatta Scott Johnson and Daniel Junge follow 
these “Iron Ladies” behind the scenes during their critical first year 
in office as they tackle indolent bureaucracy, black markets and 
the omnipresent threat of violent riots. Highlighting the challenges 
that African countries currently face, this film provides an uplifting 
example of women who have become the backbone of change.

Fambul Tok (Dir. Sara Terry) 
Thursday, February 19, 7:00pm reception, 7:30 film 
Victims and perpetrators of Sierra Leone’s brutal civil war come 
together for the first time in an unprecedented program of 
tradition-based truth-telling and forgiveness ceremonies. Through 
reviving their ancient practice of fambul tok (family talk), Sierra 
Leoneans are building sustainable peace at the grass-roots level—
succeeding where the international community’s post-conflict 
efforts failed. Filled with lessons for the West, this film explores the 
depths of a culture that believes that true justice lies in redemption 
and healing for individuals—and that forgiveness is the surest 
path to restoring dignity and building strong communities. The 
screening will be followed by a talk with Director Sara Terry.

The Sari Soldiers (Dir. Julie Bridgham) 
Thursday, February 26, 7:00pm reception, 7:30 film
Filmed over three years during the most historic and pivotal time in 
Nepal’s modern history, The Sari Soldiers is an extraordinary story 
of six women’s courageous efforts to shape Nepal’s future in the 
midst of an escalating civil war against Maoist insurgents, and the 
King’s crackdown on civil liberties. 
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Killed in Iraq 
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About Marissa Roth 
Born and raised in Los Angeles, Marissa Roth is an internationally 
published freelance photojournalist and documentary 
photographer. She works on assignment for various prestigious 
publications including The New York Times, and has covered riots, 
earthquakes and a coup attempt in the Philippines as well as the 
first post-communist elections in Hungary. She is passionate about 
the news stories she covers which have included the Kosovar 
Albanian refugees in Albania, Afghan refugee women in Pakistan, 
and the homeless in Japan. Roth was part of The Los Angeles 
Times photography staff that won a Pulitzer Prize for Best Spot 
News Coverage of the 1992 Los Angeles Riots.

“One Person Crying: Women and War” is a landmark exhibition 
following Roth’s previous exhibitions;“In Hollywood” and 
“Downtown Los Angeles: Inside/Out”, 2009; “An Evening with 
Marissa Roth”, 2008; “Witness to Truth” Portraits of Holocaust 
Survivors, 2005; “Caught in the Crossfire: Women and War”, 
2001; “Inside/Out: Downtown Los Angeles”, 2000; and “Burning 
Heart: A Portrait of the Philippines”, 1999.  

Her website is: www.marissarothphotography.com

About Venice Arts   
Now in its twenty-second year, Venice Arts is a nonprofit arts 
organization that is committed to providing high-impact arts 
education for low-income youth in the areas of photography, 
filmmaking, and multimedia. In addition to its core Art Mentoring & 
Education Program, Venice Arts implements regional, statewide, 
and international Documentary Programs with both adults and 
children; presents exhibitions, public programs, and workshops 
for adults centered around documentary photography and film; 
and consults on media arts, visual storytelling, and arts education 
locally and internationally. It is the philosophy of Venice Arts that 
self-expression, particularly through the arts, has the potential to 
transform and empower young people to see greater possibilities 
for themselves and for their communities.  

To find out more about Venice Arts, visit www.venicearts.org.
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