
National YoungArts 
Foundation Selects Two 
Venice Arts Students as 2015 
YoungArts Winners 

Los AngeLes, CA – (november 22, 2014) 

venice Arts announces that the national YoungArts Foundation 
(YoungArts) has selected two of its advanced photography 
students—sequoia Canada, age 17, and Zinnia moreno, age 
18—as 2015 YoungArts Winners. out of more than 11,000 
applications, 786 young artists from 46 states are being 
recognized for their outstanding work and accomplishments 
in one of ten disciplines across the literary, visual, design and 
performing arts. sequoia and Zinnia are 2 of only 10 Finalists in 
Photography selected from across the nation. 

“We are thrilled to once again have two of our students 
recognized as Finalists by YoungArts,” says Issa sharp, Director 
of education at venice Arts, who worked with the students 
on editing their portfolios. “This award affirms the creativity 
of the individual photographic visions the students have been 
developing here and offers them a tremendous opportunity to 
further develop as young artists through master classes and 
mentorship at YoungArts in miami.”

All Winners will have the opportunity to participate in YoungArts 
programs designed to support young artists at critical junctures in 
their careers and to encourage them to pursue a life in the arts. A 
complete list of the Winners is available online here:
http://www.youngarts.org/our-program.

“I congratulate all 786 Winners and look forward to welcoming 
the Finalists to our campus in January and getting to know this 
vibrant and passionate group of artists during national YoungArts 
Week,” stated Paul T. Lehr, President & Ceo of the national 
YoungArts Foundation. “These are our nation’s next big names, 
from Hollywood to broadway, from museum walls to fashion 
runways, and I always look forward to seeing where all of our 
Winners end up.” YoungArts Winners are designated into three 
categories—Finalist, Honorable mention and merit—and are 
selected through a blind adjudication process. some Winners 
are awarded for excellence in more than one discipline. 2015 
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Finalists have the opportunity to participate in the 34th annual 
national YoungArts Week, which takes place in miami from 
January 4 to 11, 2015, and all 2015 Winners are eligible to 
participate in YoungArts’ regional programs – YoungArts Los 
Angeles (February 17-22, 2015), YoungArts miami (march 10-15, 
2015), and YoungArts new York (April 27 – may 3, 2015) – space 
permitting. 

All Winners become part of the YoungArts alumni network of 
more than 20,000 artists, many of whom have gone on to become 
leading professionals in their fields, including visual artists Doug 
Aitken and Daniel Arsham; musicians Terrence blanchard and 
Jennifer Koh; filmmaker Doug blush; recording artists Josh 
groban and Chris Young; writers Jenji Kohan and sam Lipsyte; 
actors viola Davis, Andrew rannells and Kerry Washington; 
renowned choreographer Desmond richardson; and recent 
so You Think You Can Dance winner ricky Ubeda. YoungArts 
supports its alumni in a number of ways, such as providing them 
with opportunities to participate in national programs, local events 
and the three-time emmy-nominated Hbo Family Documentary 
special, YoungArts masterClass; seeking ways to promote their 
artistic ideas and projects; and establishing connections for them 
with YoungArts’ partners around the country, including the John 
F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts and the metropolitan 
museum of Art.

Winners are also eligible to become U.s. Presidential scholars in 
the Arts, as YoungArts is the exclusive nominating agency for this 
high honor for artistically talented graduating high school seniors. 
every year, YoungArts nominates 60 YoungArts Winners to the 
White House-appointed Commission on Presidential scholars, 
20 of whom are then selected to become U.s. Presidential 
scholars in the Arts. Last year, venice Arts’ student Angela 
Francis was selected as U.s Presidential scholar in the Arts, 
after winning the gold Award at YoungArts, which came with a 
$10,000 scholarship. venice Arts’ student Arthur Cooke took the 
silver Award, which included a $5,000 scholarship. Angela is 
currently studying photojournalism at boston University on a full 
scholarship; Arthur is in his first year at nYU.

sequoia and Zinnia will join the other approximately 170 
Finalists from across the nation for national YoungArts Week 
in miami in January. During national YoungArts Week, Finalists 
will participate in a week of intense master classes and 
workshops with internationally renowned artists. Past master 
Teachers include Debbie Allen, mikhail baryshnikov, Plácido 
Domingo, Frank gehry, bobby mcFerrin, robert redford, James 
rosenquist, marisa Tomei and bruce Weber, to name a few. 
Throughout the week, Finalist’s work will be further adjudicated 
to determine additional award levels including a monetary award 
of up to $10,000. students will also have the opportunity to share 
their work with the public through performances and exhibitions 
at new World Center and on the YoungArts campus. For more 
information, visit www.youngarts.org/youngarts-week.
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About Venice Arts   
now in its twenty-first year, venice Arts is a nonprofit arts organization that is committed to providing high-impact 
arts education for low-income youth in the areas of photography, filmmaking, and multimedia. In addition to its core 
Art mentoring & education Program, venice Arts implements regional, statewide, and international Documentary 
Programs with both adults and children; presents exhibitions, public programs, and workshops for adults centered 
around documentary photography and film; and consults on media arts, visual storytelling, and arts education 
locally and internationally. It is the philosophy of venice Arts that self-expression, particularly through the arts, has 
the potential to transform and empower young people to see greater possibilities for themselves and for their 
communities.  

To find out more about venice Arts, visit www.venicearts.org.

About the National YoungArts Foundation 
The national YoungArts Foundation (YoungArts) was established in 1981 by Lin and Ted Arison to identify and 
nurture the next generation of artists in the literary, performing, visual and design arts, and to contribute to the 
cultural vitality of the nation by supporting the artistic development of talented young artists. each year, YoungArts 
receives approximately 11,000 applications from 15-18 year old (or grades 10-12) artists. From this pool, 
approximately 700 winners are selected and are eligible to participate in YoungArts programs in miami, new York 
and Los Angeles. 

YoungArts provides these emerging artists with life-changing experiences and validation by renowned mentors, 
access to significant scholarships, national recognition and other opportunities throughout 

their careers to help ensure that the nation’s most outstanding emerging artists are encouraged to pursue careers 
in the arts. To date, YoungArts has honored more than 20,000 alumni, including Doug Aitken, Josh groban, Jenji 
Kohan, Desmond richardson, and Kerry Washington with over $6 million in monetary awards; facilitated in excess 
of $150 million in college scholarship opportunities; and enabled its participants to work with master teachers 
who are among the most distinguished artists in the world, such as marina Abramović, mikhail baryshnikov, Plácido 
Domingo, Zaha Hadid, robert redford and bruce Weber.

For more information, visit youngarts.org, facebook.com/YoungArtsFoundation or twitter.com/YoungArts. To watch 
a brief video about YoungArts, click here.
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