
Venice Arts Presents  
The West of Lincoln Project 

Paintings by Ruth Chase,  
Biographies by Gena Lasko

Opening Reception: Sat., August 5, 4–8pm

Exhibition on View: August 5–September 1, 2017

LOS ANGELES, CA – (MAY 24, 2017)

Venice Arts presents Painter Ruth Chase’s first solo exhibition, The 
West of Lincoln Project. Awarded a grant by the Carl Jacobs 
Foundation, the project traces the history of Venice through the 
life stories of people who grew up here, as told through large-
scale paintings and audio interviews by Chase, and accompanying 
biographical texts written by Gena Lasko. The exhibition is a 
chance for Venetians—both longtime residents and newcomers—
to reflect on the history of our unique community as told through 
personal stories. 

The exhibition will be presented at Venice Arts’ new gallery space 
just east of Lincoln, at 13445 Beach Avenue.

Of the project, Chase, who was the third generation of her family 
born and raised in Venice, says, “It is my personal hope that the 
whole series could be a conversation for any community that is 
undergoing big changes quickly. A conversation that asks why is 
this place like this, who are my neighbors, why are people valuable 
in a community, and what can I do to connect and come together.”

The project was more than two years in the making and involved 
over 300 participants, each of whom was chosen to convey 
different perspectives and a broad spectrum of experiences. Like 
Chase, these subjects grew up and attended school in Venice. 
Chase worked in ongoing collaboration with each individual to 
create painted portraits reflecting both the subject’s life growing 
up in Venice and the powerful insights that arose from this place. 
Featured portraits include: Fernando Manzanilla, Rhonda Lynn 
Wise, Solo Scott, Brad James, Meta Zimmerman, Gloria Olivas 
Omar, David Fowler, Elaine Love Leslie, Eddie Hadvina, Leonard 
Duran, and Ruth Chase.

In addition to the paintings and audio, the exhibition will feature a 
Venice Tribute Wall, where the public is invited to contribute their 
own stories and memories of Venice. To learn more about how to 
participate in the Tribute Wall, visit: ruthchase.com/west-of-lincoln/
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“WEST OF LINCOLN” A COLLAGE OF IMAGES 
SUBMITTED TO THE PROJECT & PAINTED BY CHASE

“THE DEEPER WE GO, THE BRIGHTER WE SHINE” 
INSPIRED BY ELAINE LOVE LESLIE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE



“NOT JUST ME ANYMORE” INSPIRED BY FERNANDO 
MANZANILLA

About Ruth Chase
Born and raised in Venice, Ruth Chase is a California-based 
painter who uses biographical portraiture to communicate stories 
of compassion and promote positive social change. Chase was 
recently awarded an Artist Residency with the Nevada County Arts 
Council, supported by an Artists Activating Communities Program 
grant from the California Arts Council.  Chase has also been an 
Artist-in-Residence at the Millay Colony for the Arts in NY, and has 
taught at the Crocker Art Museum. Her work has been published 
in Catapult Art Magazine, Huffington Post, and featured on the 
television program “Dead Files.” She is graduate of the San 
Francisco Art Institute.

About Venice Arts   
Venice Arts ignites, expands, and transforms the lives of Los 
Angeles’ low-income youth through photography and film 
education, and uses its participatory storytelling practices to 
amplify the voices of underrepresented communities around the 
world. This mission grew out of our founding dream: to create a 
vibrant, neighborhood arts center committed to education and 
community-building through the arts. Twenty-four years later, we 
are proud to have been recognized, nationally and locally, as one 
of the preeminent, community-based arts organizations in Los 
Angeles.

Our three core programs—Art Mentoring & Education, Gallery & 
Public Programs, and Participatory Documentary Programs—offer 
high-impact education to low-income youths, while fostering a 
space for artists, community members, and families to interact 
through a regular series of exhibitions, film screenings, and public 
programs.  

To find out more about Venice Arts, visit www.venicearts.org. 

Gallery Hours: Monday–Friday, 10am–5pm & by appointment.

Venice Arts’ Gallery & Public Programs are made possible  
with the support of:

“SUMMER BREEZE, COMMUNITY LOVE” INSPIRED 
BY RHONDA LYNN WISE


