
Venice Arts Awarded 
California Arts Council “Arts 
Education: Extension” Grant
State funds support after school 
and summer arts education 
programming at Venice Arts’  
Center for Media and the Imagination

Los AngeLes, CA – (june 13, 2018) 

The California Arts Council announced its plans to award 
$17,100 to Venice Arts as part of its Arts education: extension 
program.

As a segment of the California Arts Council Arts education 
grant opportunities, extension grants support arts education 
programs for PreK-12 students that operate after school 
and during the summer, on school sites, in artistic venues, 
and in community settings. The intention of the program is to 
offer young people sequential, hands-on training in artistic 
disciplines, including dance, literary arts, media arts, music, 
theatre, and visual arts.

The grant from the California Arts Council supports Venice 
Arts’ award-winning Art Mentoring & education program, 
which develops the next generation of storytellers and visual 
media artists. A sequenced curriculum from beginning to 
Advanced studies; an artist-to-youth ratio of 1:3; and a dynamic, 
experiential learning environment fosters creativity, as well 
as visual, digital, and media literacy. Programs are offered 
after-school and on weekends, during the academic year, and 
through an intensive summer Media Arts Camp during the 
month of july. Kids ages 6–9 participate in a multidisciplinary 
Art Discovery curriculum, while youth ages 10–20 enroll in 
photography, filmmaking, animation, comics, and multimedia. All 
programs are free to low-income families.

“My son, Liam, has been attending Venice Arts for the past 
five years. During this period he’s been exposed to a variety 
of artistic mediums ranging from drawing, illustration, film 
conceptualization and story development, and photography. 
It’s been an incredible and highly educational journey for 
him…. Attending Venice Arts has allowed him to explore and 
experience so much which otherwise would be impossible due 
to our family’s limited financial means. … I would’ve never been 
able to provide this experience for him without Venice Arts’ 
support.” - gosha Pinno, Venice Arts’ parent.
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Venice Arts is one of 169 grantees chosen for the Arts 
education: extension program. The organization was also 
awarded a $10,944 grant through the California Arts Council’s 
Artists in schools program to support its school-day arts 
education programs with Phoenix Continuation High school. 
The award was featured as part of a larger announcement from 
the California Arts Council.

“The Arts education extension program capitalizes on the 
potential to create arts learning opportunities for California’s 
young people whenever and wherever possible,” said 
nashormeh Lindo, California Arts Council Chair. “Projects like 
Venice Arts’ Art Mentoring & education Program allow for the 
positive impacts of arts engagement to continue undeterred.”

To view a complete listing of all Arts education extension 
grantees, visit http://arts.ca.gov/programs/files/FY1718_
ProjectDescriptions_Ae-eXT.pdf.

# # #

About Venice Arts  
Venice Arts ignites, expands, and transforms the lives of Los 
Angeles’ low-income youth through photography and film 
education, and uses its participatory storytelling practices to 
amplify the voices of underrepresented communities around the 
world. This mission grew out of our founding dream: to create a 
vibrant, neighborhood arts center committed to education and 
community-building through the arts. Twenty-five years later, we 
are proud to have been recognized, nationally and locally, as 
one of the preeminent, community-based arts organizations in 
Los Angeles. To find out more about Venice Arts, visit  
www.venicearts.org. 

About the Californai Arts Council  
The mission of the California Arts Council, a state agency, is to 
advance California through the arts and creativity. The Council 
is committed to building public will and resources for the arts; 
fostering accessible arts initiatives that reflect contributions 
from all of California’s diverse populations; serving as a thought 
leader and champion for the arts; and providing effective and 
relevant programs and services.

Members of the California Arts Council include: Chair 
nashormeh Lindo, Vice Chair Larry Baza, Phoebe Beasley, 
Christopher Coppola, juan Devis, Kathleen gallegos, jaime 
galli, Donn K. Harris, Louise Mcguinness, steven oliver, and 
Rosalind Wyman. Learn more at www.arts.ca.gov.
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