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Venice Arts Gallery 
showcases 20 years of its 
award-winning Art Mentoring 
program with an Exhibition of 
work by youth ages 8–18

LOS ANGELES, CA – (MAY 2, 2013) 

Opening Reception for youth, families & the 
public: Saturday, May 11, 12–2pm
Exhibition Dates: May 11–June 15, 2013

On May 11th, from 12:00pm until 2:00pm, Venice Arts 
Gallery will host the Opening Reception for the 2013 Student 
Culminating Exhibition, the most exciting and vibrant way to 
directly experience the impact of Venice Arts’ programs on 
young people’s lives. This show, a stunning finale to a year of 
hard work, will feature the best of student films, photographs, 
animations, comics, as well as mixed- and multi-media pieces 
from the 2012-13 workshops. A special screening of students’ 
films and animations and a brief program will take place at 
1:15pm on the big screen. A potluck reception with food and 
beverages for families, students, mentors, and show attendees 
will also take place during the exhibition. The Venice Arts 
Gallery is located at 1702 Lincoln Boulevard in Venice.

Each year, over 400 students participate in our Art Mentoring 
workshops, expanding their creativity and learning about 
visual storytelling through after-school, weekend, and summer 
workshops. These workshops are free for low income families 
and give students a chance to work with talented teaching 
artists and high-quality professional equipment, jumpstarting 
their personal artistic exploration.

Discussing the impact that her involvement with Venice Arts’ Art 
Mentoring Program has had on her development as a young 
artist, Jocelyn Ramirez, a 18-year-old filmmaking student who 
has been involved in Venice Arts’ program for many years as 
both a student and Youth Art Intern, said “Before Venice Arts, 
I never thought about the possability of using filmmaking as a 
form of activism, not only with art and storytelling, but with social 
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issues as well. When I was younger, there were worlds beyond the comfort of my own that I had no idea existed. 
Venice Arts helped me discover one of these, and now that passion for filmmaking has opened up previously 
unimaginable opportunities.” Jocelyn will be continuing to explore her love of film and to discover new worlds at 
New York University this coming fall.

Timmie Escobedo, age 18, another graduating senior, who will be attending the University of New Mexico in 
the fall, says, “I don’t think I could have ever have guessed that when I started photo class on a whim six years 
ago that it would grow into this passion that motivates me. Wherever I am, I am constantly looking through the 
lens, thinking, how would I take this? What do I want in this shot? Is it meant to be in black and white or color? 
All these things are my constant tools that are in my mind. I will look out my window on a cloudy day and think of 
how perfect the soft light would be for some portraits. Photography is second nature to me now, it’s as natural 
as breathing and through that I think that as I’ve matured, the variety in my body of work is a tangible example of 
the things that run through my mind and the curiosity I have for the whole world.”

Students like Jocelyn and Timmie and their artist mentors work remarkably hard on putting together finished 
final projects and the Venice Arts Gallery is proud to showcase their efforts. In addition to being an exciting 
opportunity to be a part of the celebration of Venice Arts’ students and the hard work they’ve done this past 
year, the exhibit also serves to honor our graduating seniors, many of whom, like Jocelyn and Timmie, have been 
taking classes with Venice Arts for years and will now be going off to college, some as the first in their families 
to do so. In addition to Jocelyn and Timmie, graduating students include Julie Cabral, who will be attending 
California Institute of the Arts and Kristian Punturere, who will attend Point Park University, where he will study 
photojournalism. We are so proud of our graduating seniors! 
        
Several other public programs will take place during the exhibition:
Venice Art Walk
Sunday, May 19, 11:00am–3:00pm
Venice Arts is an official stop on the Venice Family Clinic Art Walk & Auction’s east of Lincoln tour. Come by and 
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check out our Student Culminating Exhibition, pick up your tickets 
for the tour, and grab a brochure for our Summer Media Arts Camp!

The Gamer Age: Documentary Film Screening
Thursday, May 23, 7:30pm–9:30pm
Screening and discussion of a work-in-progress cut of “The Gamer 
Age,” a new documentary film by Ian Santer and Jonathan Drake. 
“The Gamer Age” presents an anthropological look into the rich 
culture of video games. Audiences will witness, for the first time on 
screen, the story of how video games have challenged conventional 
social dynamics, including relationships, crime, education, therapy, 
art, and commerce. The filmmakers will be in attendance and the 
film will be followed by a discussion and q&a. Free program.  
Special support provided by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences

Summer Media Arts Camp Enrollment Days
Saturday, June 15 & 22, 10am–3pm 
You’ve got summer. We’ve got camp. Each week during July, our 
Media Arts Camp for youth ages 10–18 explores a different aspect 
of filmmaking, photography, animation, and comics. Plus we take 
a weekly field trip or go on a field shoot. Kids learn new skills or 
deepen existing skills while having fun, creating their own project, 
and collaborating with friends. Registration is by appointment only. 
To request a summer camp brochure or for more information, 
contact Carina at 310.392.0846 or  
carina@venice-arts.org to make an appointment. Free for low-
income families.

About Venice Arts
Venice Arts runs education and mentoring programs 
in documentary photography, filmmaking, and 
multimedia primarily targeting Los Angeles area 
low-income youth. Venice Arts also implements 
regional, statewide, and international projects 
with both adults and children; runs the Institute for 
Photographic Empowerment, a collaboration with 
the USC Annenberg School for Communication and Journalism; 
presents exhibitions, public programs, and workshops for adults 
centered around documentary photography and film at the Venice 
Arts Gallery; and consults on media arts, visual storytelling, and arts 
education with organizations and groups locally and internationally.

This year Venice Arts celebrates its 20th anniversary with over 20 
public events, including film screenings, workshops, exhibitions, 
and more, culminating in our 20th Anniversary Spectacular: Gala 
& Exhibition on November 2, 2013, 5–8pm. To find out more about 
Venice Arts, visit www.venicearts.org.
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