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Venice Arts Gallery presents 
two cross-cultural exhibitions: 
‘Twin Cities: Dialogue 
Between Hong Kong & Los 
Angeles’ by youth ages 14–
21 and Stephen Courtney’s 
‘China: Remnants of a 
Thousand Years’

LOS ANGELES, CA – (AUGUST 13, 2013) 

Opening Reception: Saturday, Sept. 7, 5–8pm
Exhibition Dates: August 26–October 5, 2013

On Saturday, September 7, 5:00–8:00pm, Venice Arts Gallery 
will host an opening reception for its two newest exhibitions. 
“Twin Cities: Dialogue between Hong Kong & Los Angeles” 
showcases a year-long photographic and writing collaboration 
between Venice Arts’ students and students in Hong Kong 
through Venice Arts’ long-standing consultancy with the Robert 
H.N. Ho Foundation. The exhibition features work from 14 
aspiring photographers, ages 14–21, who participated in the 
artistic cultural exchange project. Including portraits both of 
family members and the world around them, these photographs 
document the lives of teenagers growing into adulthood and 
the commonalities present between two cultures, despite their 
geographic separation. The exhibition is also being presented 
in Hong Kong at the Hong Kong Arts Centre (August 9 though 
25). Come join us in celebrating the exhibition’s Los Angeles 
presentation at the Venice Arts Gallery, which is located at 1702 
Lincoln Boulevard in Venice.

“I knew very little about Hong Kong prior to the collaboration, 
so it was interesting to get a glimpse into a different kind of 
urban life,” said Timmie Escobedo, age 18, a long-time Venice 
Arts’ student, about her experience collaborating with her peer 
in Hong Kong, Ngaw Hiu Nam (Ashley).  “I learned that Ashley 
and I both seem to have an interest in written language and its 
connection with image.”
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Also on display will be a collection of photographs taken by 
Los Angeles-based photographer Stephen Courtney. “China: 
Remnants of a Thousand Years” focuses on Courtney’s 
documentation of China during various trips sponsored by the 
Asia Society, Los Angeles office. Full of the crackle of a culture 
rich with age, Courtney’s black-and-white photographs provide 
glimpses into the lives of fishermen, schoolchildren, and 
monks, while also taking in the beauty and simplicity of a culture 
separate from our own.

“I believe that every frame of film I ever composed prepared 
me for my work in China,” writes Courtney of his experience. 
“I could neither speak nor read the language, so I was vision 
dependent. I sought out the more rural areas following my 
nose, looking for a crust of a rapidly changing culture where 
the sometimes subtle yet insistent treads of time told tarnish 
and wear from habit and practice. I sought out something that 
I knew would vanish. I felt a sense of immediacy. I could see it 
in the faces of the failing generation, the Old Ones, the people 
who like it or not had marched to the rigid rules of Mao and the 
Cultural Revolution.”

“Twin Cities: Dialogue Between Hong Kong & Los Angeles” 
and “China: Remnants of a Thousand Years” will be on display 
through October 5, 2013. The Venice Arts Gallery is open 
Monday–Friday, 10am–6pm and by appointment.

Young Artists in the Exhibition
Los Angeles: Carlos Antonio, Rickie Bautista, Julie Cabral, 
Timmie Escobedo, Angela Francis, Leo Martinez, Zinnia 
Moreno, Kristian Punturere, Jocelyn Ramirez

Hong Kong: 呂呂呂 Lui Chung Lam (Ivy), 呂呂呂 Ngaw Hiu Nam (Ashley), 呂呂
呂 Chan Yin Shan (Shanny), 呂呂呂 Wong Man Wa (Gray), 呂呂呂 Leung Sze 
Wah (Hosanna), 呂呂呂 Lam Ching Yan (Eunice)

About Stephen Courtney
Stephen Courtney is a still photographer of traditional tools, 
working with a range of camera formats, committed to the 
creative process of measured light exposed to film and the art 
of silver gelatin prints created through traditional darkroom 
techniques. Stephen has made six journeys to mainland China, 
reaching into rural areas and less-touristed urban pockets to 
capture the shadow of China’s changing face. This ambitious 
project, begun in 2004, has in part been graciously sponsored 
by the Asia Society, Los Angeles and Cathay Pacific Airways. 
Stephen is currently working on a photographic book, which 
will include a collection of 125 selected images. His work is 
represented by the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, 
Artists’ Gallery.
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Public screening programs during the 
exhibition:

First Looks Work-in-Progress Screening 
Series: Thursday, September 5, 2013 
7:00pm reception, 7:30 film screening
A Collaboration of the International 
Documentary Association and Venice Arts

Join us for a work-in-progress screening of the new 
documentary “Rich Hill,” produced and directed by Andrew 
Droz Palermo and Tracy Droz Tragos. “Rich Hill” focuses on the 
once thriving mining town of Rich Hill, Missouri, where, despite 
isolation and economic hardships so common in former mining 
and manufacturing towns, residents still maintain hope in the 
American dream.

First Looks is a quarterly collaboration between Venice Arts and 
the International Documentary Association. The program offers 
the public and members of the film community advance access 
to new documentaries in progress, and the opportunity to 
participate in behind-the-scenes conversations with filmmakers 
and creators.

MANHATTAN SHORT Film Festival 2013
Thursday, October 3, 2013, 7:30pm
Established in 1998 in New York City, the MANHATTAN SHORT 
is an annual film festival taking place in over 250 cinemas and 
universities and spanning six continents. Each year ten film 
finalists are selected from hundreds of entries and shown at 
all participating location, where audiences vote on the winner. 
Venice Arts is proud to take part in this year’s event as the 
only participating venue in Los Angeles. Tickets are $12 and 
available on Eventbrite.

About Venice Arts
Venice Arts runs education and mentoring programs 
in documentary photography, filmmaking, and 
multimedia primarily targeting Los Angeles area low-
income youth. Venice Arts also implements regional, 
statewide, and international projects with both adults 
and children; runs the Institute for Photographic 
Empowerment, a collaboration with the USC Annenberg School 
for Communication and Journalism; presents exhibitions, public 
programs, and workshops for adults centered around documentary 
photography and film at the Venice Arts Gallery; and consults on 
media arts, visual storytelling, and arts education with organizations 
and groups locally and internationally.

This year Venice Arts celebrates its 20th anniversary with over 20 
public events, including film screenings, workshops, exhibitions, 
and more, culminating in our 20th Anniversary Spectacular: Gala 
& Exhibition on November 2, 2013, 5–8pm. To find out more about 
Venice Arts, visit www.venicearts.org.
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Venice arTS’ Art Mentoring Program in action
Venice arTS gaLLery and cenTer for Media & 
Learning, located on Lincoln Blvd.


