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Amy Atrian 







Monday through Friday, a hardworking mom comes 
home everyday to cook a dinner for everyone to 
enjoy, even after a long hard day at work. 







Music is my sanity, even on those bad days,  
I always remember it’s a bad day, not a bad life. 









One summer night, under the moon ...



Aniya Blakely



















“Be yourself; everyone else is already taken.”
—Oscar Wilde

Semyon Bayramov



An incredibly beautiful sight is the sunset. 
If there are many clouds in the sky, they are 
painted in all sorts of colors - from bright 
yellow to blue-red, exciting and inspiring at 
the same time. It does not last long, but you 
want to remember it forever. The nights over 
the ocean are absolutely mesmerizing. It is 
calm, peaceful, and quiet. It looks like a  
red-orange has decided to drown in the mirror.







“Traveling is a brutality. It forces you to trust strangers and 
to lose sight of all the familiar comforts of home and friends. 
You are constantly off balance. Nothing is yours except the 
essential things — air, sleep, dreams, the sea, the sky.  All 

things tending towards the eternal or what we imagine of it.” 

Cesare Pavese





You can feel the 
cold wind blowing 
through your 
clothes. While some 
of the people sit and 
listen to a conductor 
talk about how 
beautiful Chicago 
is, the rest stare at 
the tall buildings 
and their reflections.  
Everyone on deck is 
frozen and waiting 
for the tour to 
end. You can feel 
how small you are 
compared to all the 
buildings in Chicago 
as you are standing 
and looking at 
this enchanting 
landscape.



“We experience happiness as a series of pleasing moments. They come 
and go like clouds, unpredictable, fleeting, and without respon ibility 
to our desires. Through honest self-work, reflection, and meditation  

we begin to string more of these moments together, creating a web-like 
design of happiness that drapes around our lives.”

Tara Stiles







Autumn is the best time to walk in a park or forest. Everything 
around is replete with colors! Leaves rustle merrily underfoot. 

Autumn gives us its fruits and pleases us with its last warm 
rays. The rainy time is about to begin. The colors will leave the 
streets. Gray everyday life with slush and mud will begin. But 

this also has its own romance.





I am absolutely in love with fall, particularly this year 
when the summer heat kept me indoors so much. I’ve 
promised myself to be outside as much as possible to 

savor fall, and this week I was able to indulge with a trip 
to the Underwood Family Farms with my family.



Valentin Hernandez







During the pandemic, I try to 
work on my own terms.  I feel 
like a hermit crab stuck in my 
shell, but am enjoying it. 
Online school is a struggle 
since I often oversleep, but 
work it out eventually.
I try to check in on my friends 
to make sure they’re having a 
good day.
I like to binge watch Anime, 
vibe to music, eat a lot (like a 
bear) play video games,  then 
rinse and repeat! 





This is my cat, Bubbie. He is like a 
therapy session for me. We both like to 
nap, and we both eat like monsters. He’s 
very persistent about getting into any kind 
of food, even if it’s closed. 
Bubbie likes to act innocent but won’t get 
away with it! Overall, he is like a chill pill 
who looks wholesome but is a more like a 
bear. Anyway, he is still my favorite pet.





Celebrating during the 
pandemic is a whole 
other take without your 
relatives there. 
It still works though...
The benefits to this are 
that there are more 
leftovers for tomorrow!



This is my clone, his name his Bones. He watches 
over me as I do my homework to make sure that I 
stay on track and do not get bored.



One of my favorite foods is chili cheese fries from the Centinela 
Cafe. I would highly recommend this local cafe. This place has 
been here ever since I was born and it still gives a taste of home. 
This food makes it feel like you’re buying off a vendor in a festival 
and you feel a whopping explosion like fireworks fill your tastebuds.



I tried to create a variation of an album. 
I like an artist by the name of J^P^N (the album 
name is Unkind).
This album makes me feel as if I am blossoming into 
another dimension, a dimension of instruments. 
It makes me feel like I’m wandering on the sidewalk 
in a lucid dream where my brain comes up with a 
made up story for each song.





Looking up, I feel as if my thoughts are rising up like the 
buildings which brings me a sense of peace.
The blue sky represents relaxation and imagination. This calm 
state brings me bliss. It’s as if I am floating with the mist.

Thank you for coming to my Ted Talk. I hope you enjoyed the 
wandering thoughts of a teenage boy.

Sincerely, 
Valentin Hernandez





Carmenli O.M.
“Some things can be nice whether 
they have significance or not.”
-C.O.M.





















Here is a glimpse of what 
my life has looked like during quarantine

Ellie Waters





When I see my friends, we don’t get to do 
many of the things we used to do, like bowling 
and going to restaurants. Now we are more 
limited and we spend most our time outside.





These pictures represent what 
brings me comfort while spending 
most my time at home. 

















Calmness: 
Nature; the fresh 
air and colors that  
bring serenity. 



Jazmyne Williams 





Since the pandemic, I’ve been locked in 
the house, not seeing other humans much. 
Nature has been one of the few ways I 
experience life. But a new life. Nature’s 
fresh air is filtered through a mask. Smiling 
at strangers is obsolete. Petting other 
people’s dogs is dangerous. Everyone is six 
feet apart. What we once knew as normal 
has completely changed, even nature.



When I was in fourth grade, we did a 
Mother’s Day project in class. The teacher 
told us we should pick colors that go 
together. I did the exact opposite and chose 
colors I thought were pretty, regardless of 
whether they went together. 
As I was completing the assignment, other 
students and the teacher said things that 
implied that what I had done didn’t look good 
because of the colors. 
When I gave it to my mom she could tell
I wasn’t proud of it. She complimented it and 
explained how much she loved it. When I told 
her what had happened, she reassured me 
that what other people say doesn’t matter.







Putting on makeup has bought me a lot of 
calmness and serenity during quarantine. 
Nature helps to calm me in a similar way.



Samantha Zepeda



So much has changed in these last few months. I used to see my friends 
a lot. Things are different now. When I see friends, we get to hang out 
for a short amount of time while practicing social distancing and 
wearing masks. Now we have to stay behind closed doors and wait for 
the day to come where we can reach some form of normalcy.







As the hours dragged on, with countless 
wheels on the freeway, we played music so 
loud, you could not hear others speak. With 
so many different types of music, this ride 
was like a concert.





So much has changed for Halloween, there were barely any 
trick-or-treaters out there. Now we are all home cuddled up, 
watching spooky movies in the dark with no candy.







Before quarantine, I was always hanging 
around with my friends before class and 

outside of school. Post COVID- 19, I’m stuck 
at home, constantly doing online school work 

and rarely hanging out with my friends.



I hear loud 
voices outside 
my door as I try 
to focus. The 
music playing 
only slightly 
blocks out the 
noise from 
outside.



The smell of wood surrounds me as I lay my head down. The loud 
crunch of car wheels coming down the driveway surrounds my ears. 



As the fires continue to grow worse in California, 
global warming and climate change is still 

ignored by the 45th president. 



As the day of elections comes closer, the world 
awaits the outcome. Hope for the United States 

or destruction of democracy?  












