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Venice Arts Launches Fresh 
Perspectives Visiting Curator 
Program with its Inaugural 
Exhibition, “Narrative Space” 

LOS ANGELES - (November 1, 2013)

Opening Reception: Saturday, November 16, 5–8pm

Video Screening Night: Thursday, December 5, 7:30pm

Exhibition Dates: November 16–December 13, 2013

Holiday Print Sale: Sunday, December 8, 2013, 1–5pm

On Saturday, November 16, 5–8pm, Venice Arts will host the opening 
reception for “Narrative Space,” its inaugural Visiting Curator 
Exhibition. Brought to you by the Optical Image Makers of America 
(OIMOA) Curatorial Collective, “Narrative Space” addresses the 
space in which photographic images come from and reside. From 
landscapes to cityscapes, photograms to digital prints, and videos 
to performances, this exhibition explores the depths within which 
photographs exist and those spaces both constructed and presented 
by the real world around us. Venice Arts is located at 1702 Lincoln 
Boulevard in Venice.

“Once the shutter has been released the narrative space has been 
redefined, reconstituted as that space only within the frame,” the 
visiting curators—Los Angeles–based photographers Kireilyn Barber, 
Meg Madison, and Gregory Walker—write in their statement. “The 
syntax of the photographic apparatus limits the image produced 
therein to this closed entity. The photograph does not breathe. It exists 
without context. And yet, the photograph is its own space.”

There are countless stories present within the confines of a 
photographic frame. Colorful rooms, palm trees, swimming pools, 
and buildings are all placed into new contexts, isolated into single 
moments of time, as they transition from human vision through a 
mechanical device. All we the viewers are provided with are visual 
clues to the life surrounding the captured image, pieces of the whole 
we mentally complete. It is an experience, an interpretive retelling of 
the stories being told. 

The work in “Narrative Space” moves beyond the photographic 
frame to encompass new works in film, video, and performance. 
Performances on the narrative space of the body, articulation, and 
the physicality of linguistics will also take place during the exhibition 
opening reception, beginning at 6:00pm.
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A special video screening night will take place on Thursday, December  
5 at 7:30pm, with works from artists contemplating issues of urban, 
architectural, and metaphysical space, time, memory, and perception. 

“Narrative Space” was selected from a competitive group of proposals 
to Venice Arts’ new Fresh Perspectives Visiting Curator Program. 
Launched this year, the goals of the annual program are to engage 
and highlight new perspectives on photography, film, multimedia, and/
or digital arts and to offer established and emerging curators and 
artists in Los Angeles County the opportunity to present an exhibition 
in a professional nonprofit gallery. A call for submissions to the 
2014 Fresh Perspectives Visiting Curator Program will be issued in 
February.

“Narrative Space,” the Fresh Perspectives Visiting Curator Exhibition, 
will be on display through December 13, 2013. The Venice Arts 
Holiday Print Sale & Open House will be held on December 8, 2013. 
Venice Arts is open Monday–Friday, 10am–6pm and by appointment.

Artists in the Exhibition
Kireilyn Barber, Anita Bunn, Bia Gayotto, Sant Khalsa, Meg Madison, 
Nancy Popp, Asher Price, Kyungmi Shin, Ali Tobia, Gregory Walker

Artists in the Video Exhibition
James Allen, Stephanie Allespach, Kireilyn Barber, Anita Bunn, 
Cynthia Greig, Michele Jacquis, Carlos Laszlo, Julie Orser, Laura 
Parker, Dominic Quagliozzi, Jeremy J. Quinn, Michiko Ya, Mary 
Younakof 

About the Curators    
OPTICAL IMAGE MAKERS OF AMERICA
OIMOA is comprised of artists who observe and use light in 
conjunction with light sensitive materials, mediums, and devices to 
explore creative and conceptual expression. We are appreciative of 
the history and contribution of still and moving images to the discourse 
of art, culture and society. The Optical Image Makers of America 
curatorial collective includes artists Kireilyn Barber, Meg Madison, and 
Gregory Walker.

About Venice Arts
Venice Arts runs education and mentoring programs in documentary 
photography, filmmaking, and multimedia primarily targeting Los 
Angeles area low-income youth. Venice Arts also implements regional, 
statewide, and international projects with both adults and children; 
runs the Institute for Photographic Empowerment, a collaboration 
with the USC Annenberg School for Communication and Journalism; 
presents exhibitions, public programs, and workshops for adults 
centered around documentary photography and film at the Venice 
Arts Gallery; and consults on media arts, visual storytelling, and arts 
education with organizations and groups locally and internationally.

To find out more about Venice Arts, visit www.venicearts.org.   
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